8a          CREATION OF THE SAFAWf POWER       [PT i

* included AdharbAyjdn, Persian 'Iraq, Khurdsan, Pars, Kir-
mdn and Khiizistan, while Diyir Bakr, Balkh

Extent* his and Mervwere at times under his control In
the battle-field he was a lion wielding a dagger,

and in the banquet-hall a cloud raining pearls. Such was his
bounty that pure gold and worthless salt were

rand  alike in his sisht> while by reason of his loftv

spirit the produce of ocean and mine did not
suffice for the donations of a single day, and his treasury
was generally empty.  He had a passion for the

Hbloveofthe      ^^  ^   abne   used   tQ  sjay  ^^     He  had

issued orders that whoever should bring news of
a lion should receive from his officers a horse and saddle ; and
he who should bring news of a leopard an unsaddled horse.
He would go forth alone and kill lions and leopards. During

his reign he fought five [great] battles, the first
*"* with Farrukh- Yasdr king of Shf rwdn at the place

called Jabanf, the second with Alwand at Shuriir,
the third with Sultdn Murdd at Alma Qialdghf near Hama-
ddn, the fourth with Shaybak Khdn in the neighbourhood
of Merv, and the fifth with Sultdn Salfm at Chdldirdn V The
date of his death (930) is given by the word Zill, "Shadow"
(of God), and by the words Khusraw-i-Din, " Prince of the
Faith/' as expressed in the two following chronograms :

1 These battles were fought in 906/1 500, 907/1501, 908/1503, 916/15 10,
and 920/1514 respectively. In all except the last Shdh Isma'fl was
victorious.